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the object is to extract ideas for present use, it is not necessary to go into all the details of the old colonial monopoly. A fuller examination would show that in general it was the colonies which gained from any modifications of the leading ideas. Bounties, for example, were given by the mother country on certain colonial exports to this country, e.g., naval stores and materials for shipbuilding and manufactures, and in several cases considerable duties were imposed if the same things were brought to Britain from foreign countries.
On the policy of these bounties Adam Smith has the forcible commentary, of great interest from the point of view of a real union: " The interest of our American colonies was regarded as the same with that of the mother country. Their wealth was considered as our wealth . . . They were our own in every respect, and it was an expense laid out on the improvement of our own property and for the profitable employment of our own people. It is unnecessary, I apprehend at present (1784), to say anything further in order to expose the folly of a system which fatal experience has now sufficiently exposed."
In the same way England also, in many cases, gave drawbacks on articles imported from foreign countries to England when they were re-exported to the colonies; so that the colonists often obtained foreign products cheaper than the consumers in the home country. Professor Ashley has shown in detail that the regulations of the Navigation Act had the effect of encouraging shipbuilding in the American colonies,